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NEXT MEETING: FRIDAY September 4, 2026
6:00 PM Board Meeting (all are welcome to attend and observe)
7:00 PM Refreshments and Socializing
7:30 PM Business Meeting Followed by Program

Entrance to CDH for our meeting
Meetings are held at Cretin-Derham Hall High School located at the intersection of
Hamline and Randolph in St. Paul. Park in the lot off Hamline near the athletic field.

Enter door 21 at the Ryan Stem Center addition. The meeting room is down the hallway 
on the right (the Commons).  Door 21 will lock at 7:45 so if you arrive after that, please 
call me to let you in.  612-201-0818   Br. Bob

Program
Our meetings are hybrid meetings. That means there will be an in-person meeting at 
Cretin-Durham Hall (CDH) and a meeting on Zoom for those unable to attend in person. 
Zoom details are at the end of the newsletter.

The program September 4th will be a Q and A and discussion about the pricing of used 
gear, followed by a video that offers detailed information about the subject. It is often 
said that our Annual Auction has the lowest prices for gear that should sell for much 
more than it receives.
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Dale’s Details
by Dale Maroushek NØPEY

Here we go for a new season, the President again and again, must roll out some new 
stuff and keep plugging at the old. If you don’t know, we support a Club at CDH that has
a nice room with great gear and fantastic antennas. Every year it is offered to the 
student body as an activity they could investigate. They don’t seem to catch that bait. 
So as fisherman do, let us change the bait. How about trying this. Many of our members
are former members of Top Secret Military communications and signal intelligence 
gathering units from around the world. To get us young gullible men to join these 
service units, the recruiters spun a web of great expectations if you were willing to risk 
your background investigation to be clear enough to get you in.

I wonder what would happen if we made up some signage about Top Secret clearances 
and “need to know” information inside the room and who to call (Bro.Bob ?) to get 
access to join into ham radio activities. Follow that with some weekday after school 
educational and VE testing information and we may be able to get this thing going 
again.

Then we have a new plan to get more to all of you to use the website application 
renewal method, rather than pay by mail. If we can get most of you to re-up via the 
website system, we may be able to change our mail handling and save big bucks on PO 
box rental. Then the new Membership logger would handle the maintenance of the Data 
Base.

The Auction is now four months away and Tim is the new chair. He did very good last 
year, and we have already heard from a potential ham that is downsizing a lot of gear. 
Dan D has completed a couple Estates and will be looking for more helpers again this 
year.

Our new officers have been broken in under the fire of FD and the Tailgater. Note to 
myself and any others with outstanding FD bills, get them into the treasurer asap so we 
can close the books on FD 2026 and start planning for FD 2027. Pete has been fantastic 
as chairperson but needs a trainee so we don’t drop the ball some Spring with no one to 
lead us.

We must start planning for the MN Convention in October. Our table display needs some
new Club related stuff to entice people to join us and become helpful members. Aside 
from the usual things we do like Education and testing, Auction and Field Day, we need 
to revive some more. Like Worked all MN Counties, more website input from the 
members and bringing new people into volunteer chair positions or helpers.

Dale Maroushek, N0PEY, President again and again, 73
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Ramblings from the VP’s Work Bench
by Kevin Welna - W5LNA
Well now, its August, the state Fair is coming up soon and fall will be upon us before we 
know it. While fall is my favorite time of the year, it also foretells the onset of winter 
which make me sad. Ah well, you have to take the good with the bad I guess. So, What 
did I do this summer? Well let me tell you! Its been a busy summer and I did do a bunch
of things that I had hoped to do\accomplish. Alas, I did not get to everything on my 
summer bucket list.

In ham radio, I failed to get any POTA activations booked. But I was able to procure a 
new Transceiver kit to build this winter. Its called the Pebble and is sold by a company 
called Ham Radio Duo https://hamradioduo.com/ its a neat little kit and sells for about 
$50. Its a software defined, all mode radio that pushed a full 5 watts and there are not a
lot of components to solder on as all the SMT (Surface Mount Technology) components 
are already installed. This kit can be assembled by anyone wanting to try with little to no
issues in about 4-6 hours. Again this is an all mode transceiver for 20 meters only. I am 
thinking it would be a great first time kit for anyone interested in building their own 
radio or maybe even a club build project? (More on this in future issues of the Ground 
Wave.) I am hoping they come out with other bands in the near future. Check out the 
website as they have a number of great simple projects\kits you can build. There is still 
a waiting list to get one, but the list is short and they seem to ship pretty fast.

Speaking of Ham Radio, the Northstar Convention is quickly approaching. It is being 
held at the Hennepin Technical College in Brooklyn Park, MN on October 10, 2026 from 
8:00 am till 5:00 pm. https://northstarradio.org/

This year it is also hosting the 2026 ARRL Dakota Division Convention. If you have never
attended this event, you should!!! Its a great time with tons of eyeball QSOs and an 
excellent place to gain more knowledge on the sport\hobby of Amateur Radio. I will 
warn you now that it can and will rekindle your interest in the hobby\sport and give you 
ideas on what to try next. If you suffer from Hobby ADHD as I do, this can lead to ideas 
and urges to up your participation and venture down an alternate branch of the 
hobby\sport. The seminars are excellent and only get better with each passing year. 
Unfortunately, I will not be able to go as I have to attend a wedding on that day. (The 
XYL was not impressed when I threw a “hissy fit” and tried to get out of it….) I dislike 
attending weddings almost as much as cold and snow and to top it off I’ll be missing the
convention….I AM NOT IMPRESSED! Alas I digress…. Anyway, GO and bring a friend! 
You won’t be sorry you did.

Continued on next page

On to other unhappy things. The Hex Beam is still not up on my roof nor is my VHF\UHF 
yagi antenna (There is still time!) but for now I am thinking I may only get to the VHF 
antenna as the Hex Beam still needs to be cleaned up, painted and re assembled…..I 
hope I can find all the parts!!
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On to happier things. I do believe my CW skill are improving! I still meet twice a month 
with my friend John (KC3PBY) via Skype and we have moved on to practicing 5 letter 
words and short sentences at 20 wpm without writing down the letters (Head Copying). 
We are both doing well at this. I do hope to take the 3rd class offered by CW OPS this 
winter to really bump up my abilities….I hope….

What else is gong on? The swimming pool has been getting a work out this summer 
what with the hot weather and all. We have been using it about 3-4 times a week if not 
more. We have had a couple of pool parties and friends come over for a day of 
swimming and Tuesday late afternoon is when my wife holds a water aerobics class for 5
-7 ladies. Oh speaking of that, my wife received a slushie machine for her B-Day and it 
too is getting a lot of use. One of the best things she makes is a fresh cucumber water 
slushy with a little bit of fresh mint added. Yea I know it sounds a bit odd but it is 
wonderfully refreshing and mixes well with vodka. We usually make it “Virgin” and let 
people add vodka to taste. The pool still has a small leak that needs to be addressed. 
Maybe we will get to that next year? Till then we will just add fresh water about once a 
week and keep sippin’ cucumber slushies.

I have made it out a few times for Skeet shooting but not nearly as much as I would 
like. The same thing holds true for shooting USPSA\Steel Challenges with my pistol. I 
hope to do more of both later this late summer\fall.

The RV is 100% working (for now) and we have a few short trips planned this fall and 
maybe a 2 month road trip down south this late winter\early spring. Fingers crossed we 
can pull this off. Have I ever mentioned that I dislike snow and cold?? LOL

The bulk of my summer has been spent flying, repairing and redesigning my RC gliders. 
OK fine! Mostly repairing …. But, I have done a moderate amount of redesigning. I know
I said that I was not going to build any more planes this summer, but again the best laid
plans of mice and men…. My original update to a classic RC glider (Gentle Lady\Olympic 
650) had a few weak spots and other issues that came to light over the summer’s flying.
To that end, I have extended the pod, added 2 degrees of down thrust to the motor, 
reduced the motor size\weight and power, added a canopy latching system. (I’m calling 
it the “Modern Lady” as it uses a combination of old school balsa construction, 3D 
printed pod\mounting fixtures and a carbon fiber boom.) It looks pretty cool and flies 
well. I do believe my flying prowess while not anything to write home about has 
improved! I attended 2 glider contests this summer as well. The first one was cut short 
by a multitude of aircraft issues and I came in 7th out of 8 fliers at the second contest. 
Again, not great, but I had a fun time and enjoyed it immensely. I already have 3-4 RC 
glider projects queued up for this winter. Additionally, I hope to spend some quality time
with my glass torch\kiln as well as building a few Ham Radio kits\projects. Its going to 
be a busy winter!  Continued on next page

So what about you? What did you do\build\accomplish this summer? Pull me aside at 
the upcoming Saint Paul Radio Club meeting on September 4th at CDH and let me know. 
Enquiring minds want to know!!
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Until next month,
May your signals be strong and your antennas have extra gain….73

Kevin Welna VP
W5LNA

Just 1 pic this time. Too busy enjoying summer to take more..

The Pebble Kit. Not much to do and easy to solder. A great starting kit for building!!! 
Lets build them together this winter. It should only take about 4 hours to build. 5 
watts, 20 meters, all mode Tx\Rx for $50 with all the hard stuff already installed! 
Might be a great POTA Radio. What could go wrong?? Wanna try your hand at 
building? Ping me or talk to me at the meeting in September.

Field Day Photos
By Dawn Holmberg WXØZ

Below Left: Chris KIØD and Pete KDØSQJ
    proudly showing the Field Day banner.

Right: Maline and Dan Fish KBØXC
  and Janet Bierbaum KDØBZZ.

Below Right: Several participants relax in the shade.
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Oh, for Pete’s Sake!!!

by Pete Guldan KDØSQJ

Our Field Day preliminary score was 5003 points.

It seems like just a few weeks ago... where does the time go? While dodging the million 
or so fair goers eating the latest deep fried food on a stick just remember it is still 
Antenna Season. Since the football season has not started I guess that means the Vikes 
have not been mathematically eliminated (yet). Speaking of math, as usual, I will dust 
off the calculator in December when the League publishes the official results and give 
you a better breakdown. We seem to be stuck right around 65 on the number of total 
participants. We have tried outreach with Civil Air Patrol, Girl and Boy Scouts, and a few 
other similar groups and have had only marginal or inconsistent bumps. I get it, it's the 
start of summer and lots of other stuff is going on that weekend. We can do better with 
your help. This year I received several favorable comments from fellow hams saying we 
had a lot going on compared to other Field Day sites. That's great feedback. Bigger 
picture here is how do we compare with some of the other events vying for those 
participants? If y'all have ideas to boost attendance please let me know. I was at a Fly-
in Pancake breakfast recently and they had a firetruck for kids to climb on and a county 
K9 unit demonstration. What additional activities like those would be more aligned with 
our target demographic? Do we need to revise that demographic? Next year the goal is 
100. We have done group antenna building and hidden transmitter hunts. I don't think 
anyone leaves hungry but if we would be running low on food Sunday morning that 
would be a good problem to have. Please let me know your ideas to boost participation.
73. Pete

Field Day Photos by Pete KD0SQJ
Left: John KCØG at the welcome tent.
Middle: Jonah WØCLW at the all-important ‘kitchen’.
Right: Dale NØPEY, Janet KDØBZZ and Christian KIØD relaxing
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Public Service Events
By George Power KØGCP

If you have never participated in a public service event, please consider doing so. It 
helps to keep the participants and public safe, and it allows you to practice your amateur
radio skills, have a lot of fun, and meet many like-minded people.

DATE Event
2026-09-11/12 Superior Fall Trail Race (100mi,50mi, 26.2mi

https://www.superiorfalltrailrace.com/
2026-09-12 Elm Creek half marathon

https://www.minnesotarunningseries.com/elm-creek-half
2026-09-??    River Falls Autumn Trek

https://www.rivervalleytrails.org/autumn-trek/
2026-09-26 Green Isle Heritage Festival

More information coming soon.
2026-10-04      Twin City Marathon (Mpls)
 https://www.tcmevents.org/alleventsandraces/medtronictwincitiesmarathonweekend
2026-10-10 North Star Radio Convention

https://northstarradio.org/
2026-10-??  Belle Plaine half-marathon

      https://belleplainefestivals.org/event/scenic-byway-half-marathon/
2026-10-16/17 Mankato Marathon

https://www.mankatomarathon.com/
2026-10-31 Minneapolis Half Marathon

  https://www.minnesotarunningseries.com/minneapolis-halloween-half
2026-10-31 Anoka Gray Ghost (5K, 1m)

https://www.minnesotarunningseries.com/anoka-gray-ghost
2026-11-26 Turkey Trot - St. Paul (10k, 6K)

https://www.minnesotarunningseries.com/turkey-trot-st-paul
2026-12-6 Nemadji Forest Rally (Kerrick)

https://www.americanrallyassociation.org/nemadji-trail
2026-12-? Arlington "Arlidazzle"

https://www.arlidazzle.com/
2026-12-19 Reindeer Run (15K, 10K, 5K & Kid' Run)

https://www.minnesotarunningseries.com/reindeer-run

Thank you very much for helping!



8

SPRC VE Report
By Steve Scott WA7HPK

We’ve made the plunge into the 20th Century! Mind you, we’re already well into the 21st 
Century but we conducted our first VE exams utilizing the ExamTools software on the 
Amazon Fire tablets for our July session on a sample pool of our Technician candidates. 
A summary of my thoughts at the conclusion of this column.

We had three candidates register via the HamStudy.org site under ‘Find a Session’. 
Doing so puts them in the queue for our session, alerts me a candidate has requested a 
slot for an exam and generates the NVEC605 form which is then electronically imported 
when they start their ExamTools exam.

All three of those candidates passed so congrats to new Technician class holders Kate 
Lucero KFØZDY (Minneapolis), Daniel Murtin KFØZED (St. Paul) and Scott Sosna KFØZEI
(St. Paul). Also passing the Technician exams using traditional paper were Greg Chastain
KFØZEJ (Minneapolis), Jonathan Erber KFØZDZ (Minneapolis) and Ryan Lofgreen 
KFØZEA (St. Paul). The Technician class question pool expired on June 30 and ARRL is 
no longer providing exam booklets with the new question pool. VE teams must now 
generate and print a paper exam and separate answer sheet which is not compatible 
with the blue plastic grading key templates. The answer sheet and key are manually 
scored by carefully aligning the questions to the answers. In a future session we’ll test 
out the GradeCam function which utilizes the camera on a cell phone or laptop 
computer. Simply snap a picture of the answer sheet and the result is scored and posted
to the online application in seconds.

Passing the General class license exams were Maria Fiereck KFØYTX (Blaine), Jason 
Gustafson KFØJLZ (Duluth) and Michael Mattison KFØYTN (Blaine). Maria had recently 
passed her Technician with us in June.

Last but certainly not least was our own Glen Holmberg NØOYZ (Roseville) who 
ascended to the Extra class. Please visit the above candidate’s QRZ pages and sign their 
weblogs with a congratulatory note. Nice to see some candidates taking advantage of 
the QRZ Jumpstart program for that good deal on the QRZ Explorer 1 VHF/UHF HT and 
discounted accessories.

VE’s assisting with the July session were Ralph Bierbaum NØAWN, Leon Dill WØCOE, 
Matthew Fiereck KEØCAA, Scott Holisky NØAR, Ted Kinnear KDØNPJ, Terry Londroche 
NØGOI, Dale Maroushek NØPEY, Curtiss Trout ACØCT and myself WA7HPK. We also had 
several VE’s who don’t yet have access to ExamTools and weren’t captured by the 
application but I recall Jeff Gubash KAØUPA and Shep Shepardson NØNMZ also 
assisting. If I’ve missed anyone else, my apologies.
Continued on next page
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Curt has been testing a portable Local Area Network environment which will connect to 
our host’s WiFi then each of us logs into the KFØAFG network, protecting individual 
users from potential exposure and simplifying connection to the host network. Had some
issues at the July session but says he’s got the problems ironed out now.

We and the VE team were dark for August but will be back the weekend AFTER Labor 
Day at the church, September 12th. As a reminder, our October session will be at the 
North Star State Convention October. We are slated there for an 8am start time which 
should assure those working as VE’s we can participate in the 2nd and remaining 
breakout sessions.

My thoughts on using the ExamTools software – I like it! It considerably reduces the 
paper load, we can monitor the progress of the candidates as they answer the battery of
questions and if successful, the software asks the candidate if they want to take the next
higher exam or sign off electronically the CSCE form. They do not take a copy of the 
CSCE home with them but it is emailed to the candidate a day or two after the exam. 
And error-free!

Steve Scott WA7HPK
pipemajor2@gmail.com

Terry’s Place Repeater Move
By Dale NØPEY
Terry accomplished keeping all the repeaters on the air except during the time between 
carrying them from shed to storage box. I had to leave so I’m not sure how much of the 
other stuff was processed, but I hope things went well. The rain tried to chase us off, 
but we didn’t let it bother us. Next comes the new construction of the garage/workshop 
and repeater benches, planned to be completed by later this fall. Then we get to do it all
over again.
Who attended: Terry, Pete, Dan D, Dan M, Dawn, John C, Allan, Scott, Mark, Dale and I 
may have missed one or two others. Thank you all for your help!

Repeater Move Photos
By Dawn Holmberg, WXØZ

Left: Pete and Dan D lifting the repeater into the storage container.
Center: Pete, Mark, Dan D and Terry moving transmission lines.
Right: The business end of the tower.
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Mission Accompished
by Dan Dionne K9ALV

On hot and humid July 9th, the SPRC succeeded in removing the roof antenna for silent 
key Ray KC0URL. Many thanks to all involved: Carl NX0B for help sorting and packing 
the shack before the auction. For antenna work, thanks to John KC0G, John W6JMK and 
Bill (Arlow) K0VAA. It came down without a single hitch - perhaps anti-seize was used 
on nuts and bolts at installation. Some aging of antenna parts is apparent so it'll take a 
bit of love to put back into operation. Bill is purchasing it. In the end we all agreed that 
our roof climbing days are over. Best Regards, Dan D, K9ALV, 73

Saint Paul Radio Club Breakfast
Third Saturday of each month at 9:00 am

Denny’s Restaurant

1664 University Ave. W.

One block West of Snelling Ave.
(Across from Ax Man)

Club Wearables

Many different items with the Saint Paul Radio Club logo may be ordered at: 
https://www.hamthreads.com/ They have our logo in three sizes, hat/chest/back, so 
you can have it positioned on your favorite item wherever you like. You can shop on-
line, pick the clothing piece you want, list the logo, name, and callsign--then pay. Sit 
back and it comes to your house. If you have questions, give them a call at 817-602-
1834.
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Upcoming events

By John Crabtree KCØG

September is typically the busiest month locally for radio events, as the calendar slides 
into fall. This year is no exception. The first Saturday (09/12) has the Rush City hamfest
on its usual weekend. If you wish you can stop at Hams in the Park on the way home.

The second Saturday after Labor Day (09/19) has been the traditional date for the Lake 
Elmo hamfest at Bob, K0IKV's farm. And it will be held this year. Bob has been a good 
friend to the club, having stored many towers and antennas over the years. But on the 
same day the Twin Cities FM Club is holding its last chance tailgate in Medicine Lake, 
MN. Two hamfests on the same day and 30 miles apart is not good for neither. It has 
happened because Labor Day was on 09/01 in 2025 and is on 09/07 this year. And if 
you do not want to go to either, then there is the SPRC breakfast.

The following Saturday (09/26) brings choices for those who like to drive. The Minnesota
State Convention and RRRA hamfest is at the National Guard Amory in Moorhead, MN. 
On the other side of the state, the Carlton County ARES/RACES fallfest is in Carlton, MN.

The Twin Cites Marathon takes place on Sunday 10/04. In 2027 and onwards it will held 
at least one week later due to warming weather. They are always looking for an army of 
ham radio volunteers to be out on the course. The Northstar Radio Convention is hosting
the ARRL Dakota Division Convention on Saturday 10/10. Last year 280 people were 
reported as having registered. Please note that early bird registration closes on 09/24. 
On the same day the final scheduled Hams in the Park. An informal gathering of the 
same event in November is weather-dependent.

More Field Day Photos

By Dawn Holmberg WXØZ

Left: Tom KD9WAR and Dan K9ALV working the GOTA tent.
Center: Noah KF0UOJ working the digital station.
Right: The group at dinner Saturday evening.
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SPRC Calendar
by Jay Maher NJØM and John Crabtree KCØG
Fri Sep  4 6PM SPRC Board meeting, Commons Meeting Room,

John R. Albers Center, Cretin-Derham Hall High School. *
Fri Sep  4 7PM Socializing followed by 7:30 PM SPRC Membership meeting.

  Commons Meeting Room, John R. Albers Center, Cretin-Derham Hall High School.
Sat Sep 12 9:30 AM Amateur Radio testing administered by the Saint Paul Radio Club 

volunteer examiner team. Galilee Lutheran Church, 145 N McCarrons Blvd, 
Roseville, MN. Reservations required;Contact Steve Scott, WA7HPK, 
pipemajor2@gmail.com, 651-503-7441

Sat Sep 12 9AM-Noon. 35th Annual Rush City Radio Rendezvous.
Rush City High School. 51001 Fairchild Ave, Rush City, MN 55069

Sat Sep 12 12PM Hams in the Park, Long Lake Regional Park, New Brighton
Sun Sep 139AM Northland Antique Radio Club AGM and mini-swap, Comfort Inn, 3000 
Harbor Lane North, Plymouth, MN 55447 www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com
Sat Sep 19 9AM SPRC Breakfast. Denny’s, 1664 University Ave, west of Snelling. 
Sat Sep 19 7AM-Noon. TCFM Club Last Chance Tailgate Swap Meet.
      West Medicine Lake Community Club. 1705 Forestview Lane N, Plymouth, MN 55441
Sat Sep 26 9AM Carlton County ARES/RACES fallfest,

4 Seasons sports facility, 90 Chestnut Ave, Carlton, MN 55718
Sat Sep 26 9AM RRRA hamfest and Minnesota State convention,

National Guard Armory, 1002 15th Ave N, Moorhead, MN 56560
Fri Oct 2 6PM SPRC Board meeting, Commons Meeting Room,

John R. Albers Center, Cretin-Derham Hall High School. *
Fri Oct 2 7PM Socializing followed by 7:30 PM SPRC Membership meeting.

  Commons Meeting Room, John R. Albers Center, Cretin-Derham Hall High School.
Sat Oct 3 9:30 AM Amateur Radio testing administered by the Saint Paul Radio Club 

volunteer examiner team. Galilee Lutheran Church, 145 N McCarrons Blvd, 
Roseville, MN. Reservations required;Contact Steve Scott, WA7HPK, 
pipemajor2@gmail.com, 651-503-7441

Sat Oct 10 ARRL MN State Convention / Northstar Radio Convention.
Hennepin Technical College. 9000 Brooklyn Blvd. Brooklyn Park, MN

Sat Oct 10 8AM Northern Plains Regional Radio Council hamfest,
American Legion Post 464, 825 3RD Ave., Brewster, MN 56119

Sat Oct 10 12PM Hams in the Park, Long Lake Regional Park, New Brighton
Sat Oct 17 9AM SPRC Breakfast. Denny’s, 1664 University Ave, west of Snelling.
Sat Oct 31 10AM(?) Northland Antique Radio Club fall swap meet,

Hopkins High School, 2400 Royals Dr, Minnetonka, MN 55305
2026 All yr ARRL “America 250” WAS award.

See https://www.arrl.org/america250-was
* Depending on business to be considered, Board Meetings are sometimes held electronically.
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SPRC Contact Information
President Maroushek, Dale NØPEY nØpey@comcast.net 651-238-5720

Vice President Welna, Kevin W5LNA kwelna@gmail.com 651-354-5515

Past President Bierbaum, Ralph NØAWN rwbierbaum@comcast.net 612-201-9510

Treasurer Power, George KØGCP georgecpower@gmail.com 651-233-3215

Secretary Thell, Art NØIWQ thellaj@comcast.net 651-492-0254

Member At-Large Kelly, Don WA6ZMT dk@donkelly.biz 651-276-4838

Member At-Large Walsh, Bob WCØJ brw.fsc@gmail.com 612-201-0818

WAM Award Mgr Borowski, Jim k9tf.jim@gmail.com 414-412-8185

Ground Wave Editor Meyer, Dan NØKFB dan@meyer-family.net 763-238-8239

Zoom Meeting Information

SPRC Monthly Meeting

Time: 1st Friday of the month, 6:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)

To Join the Zoom Meeting use Meeting ID: 651 842 1000 and Passcode: 6512764838

Or this link: http://dk-tiny.com/zoom

or https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6518421000?pwd=djluU3dha0FBN1hERlRoUVA0RVNUQT09

For audio-only, dial 507-473-4847 and follow the prompts

To find other dial-in numbers, see: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kuWkJhGi


